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EDITOR’S NOTES:

The search engine is running again. The
results are getting better all the time as
people send me additional material. At
present it is operating with only the “AND”
function and the “WILDCARD” but you can do
good things by combining AND's for searches
up to 40 characters long. For example, you
could search on /Long/&/Steven/&/J./
which would return both Steven James Long
and Steven J. Long. You can still be very
specific by doing / Long / and leaving a space
before and after. Remember that technique
allows no commas or any character before or
after the word. Only a space.

In the next few days | will change the search
so that you can search only bibliography or
bibliography and taxa. About 3 days ago my
primary hard drive died causing the loss of a
lot of data. | will try to recreate the lost data
as soon as | can recover the ability to upload
to the web site. | am also behind looking at my
e-mail.

Please e-mail electronic text files or send
hardcopy or fax of lists and bibliography. | also
need reprints for any publication including
opisthobranchs or related species.

Thanks to Robert Bolland, Ester Farinati,
Wes Farmer, Kerry Clark, Sandra Millen,
Guido Poppe, Mike Miller, Machiko Yamada,
Mark Rushing and Gary McDonald for help
with this issue.

| am starting a new web “Biography” section
including short biographies for anyone
connected with opisthobranchs, current or
past.

PERSONAL NOTES:

Kerry Clark was mentioned in the NY Times
(September 17) in an article on marine bio-
diversity. He was also recently elected as a
Fellow of the American Association for the
Advancement of Science for “research that
documents vanishing populations and species
of marine organisms, and for contributions to
the understanding and conservation of marine
biodiversity.”

Wes Farmer will be travelling to Costa Rica
in early November.

Michael Schrdédl is in Chile for a time.

Malcolm Edumunds will be travelling to
Seattle in November.

Sandra Millen visited with Steve Long in
Seattle in early October.

From Sara Campani: | am a young italian
student and my doctoral thesis will be devoted

to Nudibranchs . So | am interested in sub-
scribing to Opisthobranch Newsletter. This e-
mail is from my father’s mail service and you
can reply to campani@ipifidpt.difi.unipi.it
specifing to Sara.

INFORMATION EXCHANGE:

Guido Poppe: has set up hundreds of shell
photos on the internet. The opisthobranch
illustrations will be linked from the illustration
list on the Opisthobranch Site. To reach them
use this: http://www.innet.be/~year0078

READER FORUM:

Indicator Species: | have proposed that
tropical opisthobranchs, which often occur in
very small and isolated populations and lack a
dispersal larval stage (at least in the Carib-
bean), may serve as models for conservation
of other rare marine invertebrates, because
their obligate association with more conspic-
uous prey species makes populations potenti-
ally studiable; with some preliminary study,
opisthobranchs do occur in predictable loca-
tions and times. Few experimental studies
have been performed on marine specialists
(and opisthobranchs are among the most
specialized marine invertebrates); under-
standably, most biologists work on generalist
species which occur in large numbers and are
readily available, and especially on commer-
cially-useful species. However, study of the
extremes in variation often provides critical
insight into evolutionary trends, and ultimately
the specialists must be studied to properly
understand many processes in marine sys-
tems. For example, some Caribbean asco-
glossans feed on ecologically critical macro-
phytes (seagrasses in nearshore systems,
and calcareous algae such as Halimeda, which
provides the major bulk of calcium carbonate
deposition on most coral reefs), and may play
a role in regulation of prey populations that is
disproportionate to their biomass.

As the marine biodiversity crisis gains public
attention, opisthobranchs, with many amateur
enthusiasts and inherent photogenic nature,
will increasingly appear in the public spotlight. -
Kerry Clark.
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