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EDITOR'S NOTES
Thanks to David Behrens, Gary McDonald, Richard

Lord, Erwin Köhler, Francisco J. García, Wayne Ellis, Irina
Roginskaya, Bob Bolland and all who have sent
information for this issue.  Gary and Erwin are constantly
sending me new inputs for the bibliography and the
photo link list.

So far it seems that people are either using both the
Internet and paper versions of the ON or only the
Internet version.  If I had to guess based on the
comments so far I would say only a handful of people
are willing to pay for the paper version.  Starting with
this issue I will only be producing the Internet editions
periodically.  If you need the paper editions, let me
know.

Wayne Ellis has started producing a new online
newsletter dedicated to Australasian nudibranchs and
agreed to incorporate it into the ON.  We are reprinting
the information from the single issue and and will
continue from there with the combination publication.

READER FORUM
Locality data; Placida dendritica (Alder & Hancock,
1843).
David W. Behrens

The range of this species is extended to Bertha Bay,
Chichagof Island, Alaska, where it has been collected on
Codium fragile (Rita O'Clair, pers. commun.). -
seachalleng@earthlink.com, 35 Versailles Court, Danville, CA94506

PERSONAL NOTES
Bill Rudman is, according to reports, recovering well

from major surgery and expects to be back at work near
the end of October.  Best wishes!

From Chris Garvie:  Yes, - I have moved back to
Austin and am planning to stay here now as I am about
3/4 through building a house here.  I hope by the end of
the year to begin writing and soing some real research
again. - cgarvie@ccms.net

From Irina Roginskaya:  The 3 color issues of ON
just received, many, many thanks for all!And for my first
printed color figures especially!  got the ON issues safely,
but by a somewhat unusual manner: we found it on the

floor in our laboratory. I had not succeeded in finding out
who could push the ON under the closed door - perhaps
somebody of our Institute arrived from U.S? Best wishes.
- http://www.hotmail.com

INFORMATION EXCHANGE
From Francisco J. García: I would be grateful for

information and references about possible ontogenetic
changes produced in gastropod opisthobranchs related to
the shape of teeth and number of tooth rows in juveniles
and adult specimens.  Is it possible that the number of
tooth rows are higher in juveniles than in adults?  Is it
possible that the shape changes in all the rows of teeth
when the juveniles develop to the adult state? -
fjgarcia@cica.es, Dept. Fisiología y Biología Animal, Univ. Sevilla, Avda Reina
Mercedes 6; Apdo. 1095, 41080 Sevilla, Spain

From Richard Lord:  A sea hare, Aplysia depilans,
floated into St. Peter Port harbour, Guernsey, British
Channel Islands on September 21.  It weighs 242 grams
and has a length of 147 mm and a width of 80 mm. The
parapodia of Aplysia depilans are fused posteriorly.

This is the first "A. depilans" I have seen although in
June and July of this year I saw at least one hundred "A.
punctata" either spawning on seaweed or washed up on
Guernsey beaches.

Could someone on this list please provide me with
information about the ecology of Aplysia depilans?  How
abundant, in relation to other sea hares, is this sea hare
and what is its distribution?  How long does it live?  Does
it die after spawning?  What range does this animal have
during its life?

During June and July of this year, washed-up, dead and
dying Aplysia punctata were common on Guernsey
beaches.  They had not been seen during the previous
three summers.  Also their spawn was common on
washed up fragments of seaweed.

In the summer issue of "Glaucus", The British Marine
Life Study Society magazine, Jon Makeham and Deanna
Webb wrote a report about a rock pooling trip taken in
February, 1998, to Hannafore Point, Looe, Cornwall,
England.  They wrote the following, "Last year we found
not a single sea hare, Aplysia punctata, in South
Cornwall, and this year they are everywhere.  We found
at least twenty specimens on the first afternoon (Feb.
27, 1998) ... if previous experience is anything to go by,
finding these animals in February means that by the end
of April the beach will be invaded by thousands.  This
seems to be a good year for
sea slugs in general ...."

Looe, Cornwall is 91 nautical miles to the North-West
(305 degrees) of Guernsey across the English Channel.
Can anyone on this list comment on the extent of the
observed increase in sea hare abundance in European
waters?  Do sea hares cross the English Channel?  Any
insights into sea hare ecology would be most
appreciated.
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auNEWS (Wayne Ellis)

Noumea simplex (Pease, 1860)
This is a common nudibranch on the Sunshine Coast

all year.  It can usually be found on a pink/red sponge
under rocks at low tide. Noumea simplex, Noumea
romeri, Hyselodoris punicea & Durvilledoris albofimbria
bear a resemblance to each other.

N.simplex can be pink or white with an ill-defined
narrow white mantle border. The gills & rhinophores are
orange tipped.  The gills do not wave rhythmically as do
those in some other species. Orange spots may occur on
the edge of the mantle of some individuals.

Reference: W. B. Rudman.  The Chromodorididae (Opistobranchia:
Mollusca) of the Indo-Pacific: further species from New Caledonia & the
Noumea romeri colour group Moll. Res.16: 1-43 (1995)

In Review
Myja longicornis Bergh 1896a

On the 6th July 1998 I came across what at first
appeared to be Bornella stillifer (fig. 1) at Point
Cartwright.  The animals were feeding on the hydroid,
Halocordyle disticha in a shallow rock pool.  The small

white eggs spirals wrapped around hydroid indicated their
presence.  The animal was observed again on 11th &
23rd July at Point Cartwright.  Another animal was
located at Point Arkwright/Coolum Beach on 22nd & 24th
August.  Again the egg spirals gave away it’s location.

Fig. 1

Dr Bill Rudman of the Australian Museum, Sydney,
Australia suspected it was an animal described by Bergh
in 1896, from the Genus; Myja. A search of the database
at Steve Long’s site came up with Myja longicornis
Bergh, 1896a and the following paper: Bergh, L. S. R.
1896a. Eolidiens d'Amboine. Revue Suisse de Zoologie
et Annales de Musee d'Histoire Naturelle de Geneve
4:385-394, pl. 16. Voyage de MM. M. Bedot et C. Pictet
dans l'Archipel Malais.  To date I have been unable to
view this paper & confirm this is M. longicornis.

Description: The animals were 10-20mm in length
when crawling. The body was transparent with red lines
down each side.  The heart was posterior to the first
group of cerata on the left side.  The cerata were
grouped down the back of the animal in arcs across the
back.  Each ceras was club-like & resembled the hydroid
polyps which the animal was feeding on.  The ceras tips
were transparent with a red/pink line then a white line
below that.  Small groups of white dots covered the body
& were most obvious at the base of the cerata. The base
of the cerata was brown. (See fig. 2 & 3).

Fig. 2

Eggs masses were white & laid in spirals around the
hydroid.  Personal observations indicate they hatch in
approximately three weeks.  No juveniles have been
sighted.

Fig. 3
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Distribution: Bill Rudman mentioned the animal has
been recorded in Tanzania, Sydney, & New Calendonia.
Rudie Kuiter has a photo in "The Scuba Diver" August
1982 that resembles the animal I am finding.

Behaviour: When resting the animals lie along the
stems of the hydroid & are difficult to find as they
resemble the hyrdoid polyps. When feeding they probe
with their oral tentacles, retracting rapidly when coming
in contact with the polyps stinging arms. I have observes
them eating twice. On One occasion the animal attacked
the polyp from underneath, taken bits out the polyp until
it had worked its way up & along the polyp’s body &
arms. A second time it attacked its prey head-on, with no
regard for the hydroids defences. Fig. 2 shows the
animals head to head for an unknown reason.

Remarks: Little seems to be known about this animal &
it’s classification is under review.  The photographs of M.
longicornis are of poor quality, fig. 2, was taken in the
field & fig.3, in the lab unfortunately with the wrong
coloured background.  When more specimens are
located I will attempt to obtain better resolution
photographs.  As stated above, on the first sighting I
assumed the animal to be Bornella stillifer due to the
overall colouring & the presence of the red longitudinal
lines.  It was only later I realised this animal had oral
tentacles & the rhinophores were not those seen on B.
stillifer.
Acknowledgments: Thanks to Dr. Bill Rudman, Dr.
Richard Willan, Dr Terry Gosliner, Dr Dave Behrens for
their guidance & help.  Thanks also to the Department of
Primary Industries for assistance with photograghing the
animal.

From Wayne Ellis:  I commenced diving in 1981 and
have logged over 960 dives and taken thousands of
photographs.  Nudibranchs gradually became my main
focus.  This year I commenced compiling a list of
nudibranchs from the Sunshine Coast, Queensland,
Australia.  The list has grown to 60 species and is far
from a complete guide.  Two hundred fifty species is a
conservative estimate for the area.

With my partner, Robyn Oxenham, I run Glasshouse
Kinesiology, a motivation and health centre focusing on
empowering people.  When not working we spend time
fossicking on rock platforms with our trusty Australian
Cattle Dog, Marli.
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